SACRED HEART PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL
Meeting Notes
Date: Thursday, May 28, 2026 Time: 10:00–11:00 AM PM Location: Sacred Heart Room
Mission Statement: Carrying out the mission of Jesus Christ through the promotion of fiscal responsibility and stewardship while maintaining transparency to parishioners.
Attendees



· 



· Fr. John Kleinschmidt
· Duke Hanson
· James Mathes 
· Mary Steichen
· Paul Williamson
· Gilbert Low
· Bruce Siebers
· Laura Savoie
· Excused: Tim Sokel


A. Call to Order and Opening Prayer The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Finance Council Chair Bruce Siebers. Father John Kleinschmidt led the opening prayer.
· B. Approval of Minutes – March 26, 2026: The minutes from the March 26, 2026 meeting were approved on a motion by Duke Hanson, seconded by Mary Steichen. The motion carried unanimously.
C. New Business – Plans are to provide an update on the office renovation/move project on July 6. The intent of this work is  to get all of the office staff together and provide added security.  There was a brief discussion around potential grant money available through FEMA for security enhancements. Jim will look into grant availability.
D. Business Manager Report – Laura Savoie:  Laura provided updates on significant financial activity, parish support, the parish’s overall financial position, and the monthly budget‑to‑actual report. 
The 2026 – 2027 Proposed Budget was also provided for the council’s review. Further discussion included the impact on Parish giving and operating costs due to inflation.  It was noted that labor is the most significant part of the Parish’s costs. In general the council personnel considered the proposed budget acceptable.  The submitted budget for the 2026-2027 year was formally accepted by the Finance Council.
E. Old Business – Parish Investment Portfolio 
The council continued its discussion regarding management of the parish’s investment portfolio.  
-  	Mary noted that the council agreed to the investment guidelines proposed via email.
· The Parish has not received any feedback from the Diocese on our base plan for managing investments.
· The investment funds identified by Mary Steichen are viable opportunities for the Parish to consider.
· The Investment Steering Committee will comprise of Mary Steichen, Jim Mathes and Paul Williamson.  
· The committee members will define a strategy and recommend the funds for our Parish to invest in.

F. Committee Reports
· Scrip: No report
· Property Lease & Usage: No report.
· Human Resources: No report.
· Building & Grounds / Technology: No report
· Investments: Addressed under Old Business.
H. Adjournment and Closing Prayer:
A motion to adjourn was made by Paul Williamson and seconded by Mary Steichen. The motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:50 AM, followed by a closing prayer led by Father John.

Respectfully submitted, 
Bruce M. Siebers
Our next meeting will be June 25th at 5pm.
